
Status i Uninhabited island in the Pacific Ocean, belonging to Costa Rica 


STATINTL 


Location* 5°32* H, 37°oU»W , 

300 miles vest of Osaigi§£|^la, southern C 03 ta Rica 
Off of the min shipping lanes 


Topography! A Ism mantle, sharply dissected into rugged terrain. 

Highest mountain on testorn end* Mt, Iglesiaa, 2,530 feet. 
Cliffs 200-600 ft, high around 3/b of the coast; many vertical. 
Good sandy beach 300 ft. wide, 1/b mile long at Wafer Bay 


Vegetation and water supply* Danse tropical vegetation with heavy under- 
_ growth. Coconuts are common. 

6-3 ft. high, e|ges sharp enoogh to cut, 
Rreeijfettation heavy all year, Numerous streams provide constant 
__ _ ■ a^ply of good water. Many waterfalls, tallest bOO ft* high. 

4 ea f^J an “2wf and Se P t - 0ct * Te "iP M ild. Prevailing winds S-SW. 

o,«si olcanic origin. Thin on steep slopes but pockets of good soil are 
suitable for crops 


Animal life* No mosquitoes or poisonous snakes* 

Numerous wild hogs and goats, result of early colonisation 
project. 

Beer, wild cats, many birds. 

A pair of monkeys were turned loose on the island in 195b. 
Rats, formerly reported as bothersome, later non-existent. 
Probably killed off fay wild eats. 


Economic resources* Some coal beds in Mt, Iglesiaa. 

Some grassy areas have been proposed for cattle raising. 

Good soils 

Colonisation effort, 189b-191Q, raised coffee, bananas, corn, 
Jtuca, tobacco - at Wafer Bay. 


Anchorages* Best at Chatham Bay, but there is no level land on shore. 

Good beach and level land on shore behind Wafer Say but anchorage 
there does not hold well. 


Movement ashore* Difficult because of steep slopes and cliffs, and the sharp 
grasses and dense undergrowth. 

Best routes along stream courses* 

Historical development, Known since early I500*s, and used by pi^tel^fro^ vessels 

then on. 

Colonisation project began in 169b; lasted for 16 years. 

colony_gro ject attempted a few years later but failed, 

*rrorts in 1950* s by Americans to set up a Tourist center was 
turned down by the CostanRiean government because of supply 

I** WWJfflfHjii 

Continuous efforts for decades by professi nal and amateur 
treasure hunters; m with no luck. Costa Rican government 

Approved For R^O^SoOa®*'? 7 ^!® 1 edVBn ® eirt ** 
Numerous scie rxfitic expeditions have visited the island. 



